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Giles, Janice Holt Johnny the seasons, land plow, and crops 

Houghton, Mifflin. Feb. 313p. $3.75. (1) raise. was his mother who with simple wisdom told 

Johnny Osage was born Johnny Fowler Kentucky. him that needed lonesome, “real lonesome” 

had three years the army and the Battle settling down. Johnny Fowler went out the 

Orleans behind him when returned “follow the Arkansas River Country, went into partnership with 

ways his father had followed before him.” rest- his brother-in-law and established trading post 

such had never known set in; settle- Indian Country. For seven years had been peace, 
ment had grown; felt crowded; thought the but now found this peace threatened. The Osages 
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were being pushed from their lands the government 
and the steadily westward move the eastern Indians 
and the white men. Johnny could understand the 
white man’s land-hungry expansion, could understand 
that the Indian was vanishing race, but could feel 
passionately only the Osage right confusion, per- 
plexity, and anger. “There was nothing with which 
the white man could replace the Osage way life 
which was half good, thought.” Gradually Osage 
enemies had become his personal enemies. 


Against this background, Janice Holt Giles has set the 
love story Johnny Fowler, (known “Johnny Osage” 
because his close friendship with the Indians), and 
Judith Lowell, missionary dedicated educating the 
Osage children according the laws God and the 
White Man. The author states that 
events happened related and all letters, documents, 
and speeches quoted are from the archives. Many 
the characters are real; few are fictional. The de- 
scriptions the Osage men, the preparations for the 
Big Hunt, and the Hunt itself are vividly pictured. 
The bloody massacre, the fight-to-the-death between 
Johnny and the Cherokee Indian Blade leave nothing 
the imagination, but they are finely drawn that 
they become almost works art their detail. 


Primarily, this not the love story Johnny Osage 
and Judith Lowell, but rather essay true under- 
standing the Osage Indians. Johnny Osage merely 
the vehicle interpretation. The flow language, 
the use words are reminiscent past generation 
writers. Despite the mounting tension Johnny 
Fowler chooses the Osage way and rides war the 
Cherokees, there quietude this author’s writing 
that not too often found today’s novel. 


Johnny Osage for adherents historical novels, 
frontier and pioneer-life stories, and for those who en- 
joy for change something other than the journalistic 
reportorial treatment the historical novel. 


Carmen Collier, 
Los Angeles, California 


Gibbs, Willa The Dedicated 
Morrow. Feb. 224p. $3.50. 


This historical novel the battle against small- 
pox. story the book inadequate because the 
matter handled confusing manner and the char- 
acters are puppets. Miss Gibbs does well the small 
episode but loses control trying weld together the 
whole story. 


The whole story becomes complex that impos- 
sible give brief summary. Suffice say that 
that time there were two doctors with opposing views 
inoculation. One them, Dr. Jenner used the 
lymph from sick cows; the other, Dr. Woodville, used 
live virus which was mild, but which made the per- 
son inoculated carrier the very deadly type. Dr. 
Jenner, thank God, emerged victorious. 


The book has very interesting prologue which 
few well-chosen sentences tells dramatic story 
smallpox the scourge the human race. And 
the end the book there “author’s note” which 
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traces the source material for the book. This signi- 
ficant and interesting. 
James Ball, 


Buffalo, New York 


Knowles, John Separate Peace 
Macmillan. Feb. 186p. $3.50. 


After fifteen years, Gene Forrester returns Devon 
School, one those private schools New England 
that seem never change, and almost succeeds 
capturing those crucial years when the War was 
1942, and and his classmates, especially his closest 
friend and roommate, Finny, were marking time and, 
comes realize, fighting their own private war, 
Finny was natural athlete, more was born leader, 
one those rare boys who knows fear climate 
where all were afraid. Gene was good scholar, which 
Finny was not; and there was, underneath their com- 
radeship, rivalry, kind mutual jealousy, one envy- 
ing the other’s physical prowess, the other least partly 
resenting his friend’s success studies. The deceptive- 
quiet summer comes climax when Finny hurt 
and Gene least partly responsible; but matters 
come tragic end that fall when Finney returns, 
wearing cast. Others among their fellow students, 
too, meet their fate quiet but dreadfully personal and 
important crises. Beautifully written, this mem- 
orable novel that contains meaning deeper than its sur- 
face events. For first novel, this minor triumph. 


Howard, Elizabeth Jane The Sea Change 
Harper. Feb. 15,1960. 412p. $3.95. 


Her first two novels have given Elizabeth Jane Howard 
respected position among women now writing fiction. 
Her third will strengthen this critical esteem. has 
only the thinnest thread story but succeeds reason 
stylistic versatility and wise dependence uni- 
versal moral experience and the interplay human 
relationships. Even though the narrative technique 
that used precludes suspense, therefore, the book 
holds interest because has the material enduring 
fiction skillfully handled form. Given characters 
more stature and improved opening, this might well 
have been really memorable novel; even far 
above average. Not least its merits, moreover, its 
demonstration that success and emotional depth can 
achieved with never obscene word vulgar situ- 
ation. 

Eight episodes, covering few weeks the lives four 
people, constitute the story. Each divided into four 
parts, narrated turn from the viewpoints the four 
major figures. Thus the reader gains intimate and 
being assessed others. The characters differ widely 
temperament, but three are fundamentally selfish; 
and these are transformed into understanding 
genuine love the influence the fourth and 
youngest. 

Emmanuel Joyce, sixty wealthy and still 
ing British playwright, must New York for the 
casting his new play. His former secretary has at- 
tempted frustrated lover’s suicide, and replaces her 
with the chatterbox daughter London vicar. 
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berta, the new girl, tells her story letters back home 
and personal journal; she proves the most enjoyable 
person the book: vivacious but wholly proper, intel- 
ligent, utterly innocent. Mrs. Lillian Joyce neurotic 
who develops exaggerated heart condition, her hus- 
band’s drinking and wandering eye, and the loss years 
before her infant girl into marital role pampered 
Business manager Jimmy, orphan, 
willing satellite his pedestalled boss even though 
sees the man’s feet clay. 


Unable fill the feminine lead New York, they 
decide Alberta for the part, and satisfy Lillian’s 
whim they proceed romantic Greek island com- 
plete the necessary training. There each them faces 
that matures him. Very shortly Emmanuel 
and Jimmy have fallen love with Alberta. Should 
lillian accept final frustrated seclusion with memories 
her lost Should Emmanuel try crowd out 
whom suspects his illegitimate son, and 
seek new life with girl one-third his age? Should 
give the field the man whom owes 
most? Should Alberta, when stricken news her 
father’s accidental death, return the security home 
choose between her suitors? 


Emmanuel the key the resolution. Showing his 
first signs nobility, rejects the temptation take 
advantage Alberta’s innocent gratitude. Thereupon 
Lillian also discards the broken image that has separated 
them for years. Jimmy and Alberta resolve conquer 
New York together while Emmanuel and Lillian find 


Apart from its consessions sentiment, the book offers 
some obvious comparisons with the poetry Brown- 
ing. Its technique recalls The Ring and the Book; Al- 
berta latter-day Pippa and the instrument 
transformation suggests ““The She Change” sub- 
stitute title; the abiding interest discovery the 
working the human heart amid alternating relaxa- 
tions and tensions. Like Browning, too, suffers some- 
what from confused beginning, occasionally awkward 
transitions, and the necessary shifting styles, which 
becomes bit studied. Its more severe limitation, how- 
ever, certain ordinariness the characters. One 
interested them but, except the case Alberta, 
holds too little respect for them and consequently 
concerned over their final outcome. 


The merits the book, though, far outweigh these 
shortcomings, and they deserve recommendation 
thoughtful readers. Juveniles would bored its 
introspective analysis and lack action. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Simon, Claude The Grass 
Feb. 216p. $3.75. 

This translation from the French unusual work, 
poem the manner Walt Whitman’s Leaves 
Grass; voluble, meandering; catalogues things 
and ideas never-ending, seemingly disjointed man- 
yet the author arrives somehow the end has 
Prepared ,though always hazy atmosphere lacking 
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the clarity one has come expect the novels one 
reads. 


Somehow, the characters are fully realized: Marie, the 
old and dying spinster who had sacrificed everything 
that her brother might escape the fate that had been 
his father’s—one hears Marie’s death rattle throughout 
the course this amazing book. Pierre, her brother, 
mountain flesh who, though alive, has long since 
ceased live. And there Sabine the flaming hair, 
painted face, jewelled hands, complaining Pierre’s 
imagined infidelities and Louise’s real one. There 
Georges, the failure, whose touch turns everything 
dross, grandson man earth, the ultimate end 
for which Marie’s supreme sacrifice was made, vain 
because nature outwitted her and made Georges 
thing earth and grime. And there Louise, the wife 
Georges, caught the family web, wanting leave 
with her lover, but held some strange power, 
Marie’s pulsating death-rattle, Marie’s gift her. 
They are all fully drawn, fully characterized, mem- 
orable. 


Simon’s method that the symphonist, reprises, 
crescendoes and diminuendoes, subtle passages 
broken themes taken unusual intervals, yet meas- 
ured and studied. The reader caught, surrounded, 
held against his will, fascinated, wanting know more, 
understand all. The book difficult read; one 
sometimes momentarily lost the intricacy its 
style, the novelty punctuation; and heavily be- 
jewelled with symbolic references and allusions, some 
clear, some vague. Simon broods length over 
the “unique organ” life, the phallic symbol. The 
grass another symbol, although this reader readily 
confesses missed its greater import; and always 
the background the death rattle Marie. 


Whether this will called great book will 
depend those who read and what they desire 
novel. will certainly not appeal the general 
reader, though will read avidly those who seek 
the unusual, the devotees, say, Kafka, Joyce, and 
Gertrude Stein. 

Oscar Bouise, M.A., 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Wilk, Max 

Don’t Raise the Bridge (Lower the 
Macmillan. Feb. 242p. $3.50. (IIb) 
Max Wilk the son motion picture executive. 
has written innumerable scripts, short stories, night- 
club sketches, play, and finally novel. From the 
picture the dust jacket would appear 
jolly, rotund, relaxed, carefree young novelist. has, 
unfortunately, written fairly dull, flat, contrived, 


weary piece prose. fear that has yet write 
his first novel. 


The novel opens the bedroom George Lester 
where pair reluctant riding boots have interposed 
themselves between the desire and culmination 


seduction. (It done the mood of—Get the sex 
in, get fast, and get light.) moves out the 
bedroom into George’s financial truobles with his ex- 
wife, into garage mechanic who sells Portuguese sports 
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Cars and who flies Portugal rather frequently, into 
complicated plot raise money through the good, 
reluctant, graces philandering dentist, and into the 
world international intrigue carried with verve 
and idiocy. 

has all the makings most remarkable satire, but 
just does not come off. There heaviness hand 
behind the lightness touch that most disconcerting, 
and the tragedy the whole thing that the situation 
the book pregnant with humor, almost in- 
conceivable that does not come off. But does not. 


And more’s the pity. 
Frank O’Gorman 


Westheimer, David Watching Out for Dulie 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 235p. $3.00. (IIb) 

When David Westheimer wrote this brief novel the 
problem watching out for Dulie, used number 
devices and elements make breezy, modern, 
topical story. The hero critic; the principal 
characters are involved filming shows; much 
the setting transatlantic plane; the mission 
the trip Madison Avenue advertising brainstorm; 
the dialogue full advertising and show-biz slang; 
and the attitude debonair and off-hand. 


But the plot ancient. After page two, only the 
most naive reader could fail foretell that there could 
only one result Sam Spaulding’s distaste for his 
onerous task “watching out” for the girl, Dulie, 
his managing editor had commanded him to. For Dulie 
may have been the epitome naive young girl amid 
the wolves the jungle; but course she doesn’t 
misunderstand the ending plot like this. Finally, 
Sam does unwarily became jealous; the last page records 
his complete capitulation, still not understanding why 
ever agreed watch out for Dulie. 


The novel capable enough, its own unpretentious 
field, attracting that audience which is, first, close 
enough advertising appreciate the shop-talk; 
and, second, romantic enough satisfied with the 
plot—viz., switchboard operators and very young stenog- 
raphers. should mentioned that the book at- 
tempts attract the more sophisticated affecting 
that paganish attitude that men are virtue their 
natures free pursue and most women willing 
manhandled, with the possible limitation marriage. 
But this will not likely strong enough inducement 
make the plot attractive any members self-respect- 


ing intellectual circles. 
Richard Meyer, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Sanders, Jacquin Look Your Geese 
Putnam. Feb. 5,1960. 256p. $3.75. (IIb) 


About some two-and-a-half centuries ago there came 
over America one Thomas Hewitt who, with some 
others some eminence, settled place within 
Massachuetts, which they called, after oatmeal, Gruel. 
Amongst them was one Magistrate Ord, ungodly 
man who, would seem, had great respect amongst 
them. After their felling great trees they fell into 
great And Ord became (as were) 


SELLERs 


lord misrule. This Hewitt was the inheritor that 
school which name today Quakerism. was 
suffered watch his kind and gentle Quaker father 
endured getting his ears lopped off, beastly 
ment that sundry the Puritan folk, (for that was 
their religion), thought just and meet. And here 
may take occasion bewail the mischief that these 
wicked men and women began those parts. 
trate Ord had taken wife cold woman rightly 
called Driven Snow. She would not consent in- 
crease and multiply that this scum the earth had 
elsewhere satiate his beastly lust. The which 
accordingly attempted with one Bess, witch’s daugh- 
ter. But she seems had darted lustful glances 
Hewitt, widower; since was devoted family man, 
Hewitt had cares the world aplenty, motherless 
spring Absolute and No. And could not bed 
with Bess until she had been deflowered Sir John 
Fitzhugh. was who had debauchery and lechery 
written all over his filthy frame. 

There were also living nearby that place Indians 
more civilized demeanor. Chief Hindfoot, with the 
gift tongues, outfoxed the savage palefaces where- 
unto magistrate and villagers alike were compelled 
look their geese. Now Hindfoot had son possessed 
the demon spirit carving wood. length the 
aforesaid Crazy Carver maniacal frenzy carved 
that loathsome, foul, pettifogging son Dagon, the 
Tything Man. 

have been told midwestern passenger the 
business writing grotesqueries that the aforemen- 
tioned story true. inclined believe his 
crazy Indians who behave like good, sensible, moral 
Indians should. But those Puritans! What hypocrisy! 
What Mammon-loving whores Babylon this story- 
teller proclaims they were. library tells 
what different tale. 

But have been too long about unworthy history. 
Still, lost cause? was pleased with the 
Indians, infuriated the Puritans. This new Capp 
novelist ends right when has his Hairless Joe 
Indian bash the skull Driven Snow Ord who had 
somehow drifted too far from the path righteousness. 


John Murray, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Maddux, Rachel Abel’s Daughter 
Harper. Jan. 20,1960. 190p. $3.50. 

This quietly told true story, with only the actual 
names changed. story magnitude, and even 
majesty. was well worth the telling. 

Lt. Ted Demerest and his wife Molly find tiny 
ern town, Chinkapink, desirable place which 
live 1942, stationed nearby, and the beautiful 
woods surround the place. Out “grim” couple 
rooms Molly, writer, fashions cozy home for them; 
then they begin get know the town, and its people. 


Their grocery store run the huge, affable Abel 
Loftus, colored man. And there they meet his daugh- 
ter, Serena. Her husband dead, and she raising 
her two children, Joey and Sarah. 

But her relationship with Molly with which the 
tale concerned. All the daily doings the town are 
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recorded, all the main characters examined slowly. 
And always evident the terrible color line that 
slashes across education, sociability, personal relations— 
everything the town. 

Yet doesn’t touch Molly and Serena. They are 
friends. When Serena must have operation, Molly 
does what she can help the children, even writing 
reports their well-being their mother the hos- 
pital. For her courteous kindness, Serena everlast- 
ingly grateful. 

The sad tale the weird Mrs. Emerson; their neighbors 
the Wilkies with whom they share bath; the Frye 
family, some prominence—all these charcaters are 
woven into the story most effectively. But the 
quiet loveliness the budding friendship between these 
two women that carries the impact. 

When the Demerests are transferred, the women con- 
tinue their friendship through correspondence, Serena’s 
letters being the book’s end. Thus the reader follows 
the story indirectly, through her answers Molly’s 
letters—a most effective device. 

This book mood piece, and more. has provoca- 
tive subtlety, akin the effect music the soul, 
and just intangible. Most poignant its beauty, 
almost adds stature the reader. Simply phrased, 
cuts ruthlessly across the artificial color line show 
the warmest workings the human heart. 

Perhaps quibbling, but except for vulgarism and 
one two profane phrases, this would perfect for 
general reading. is, must for adults. 


will achieve what was written for; share experi- 


ence richness and beauty with others. 


Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Kelland, Clarence Budington 
Counterfeit Gentleman 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 248p. $3.50. (I) 


This time the local Phoenix, Arizona, and the sur- 
rounding country, well sketched in; the superman 
secret service agent; the shrewd local character who 
refuses speak decent English retired professor; 
the crimes are counterfeiting and murder; there aré, 
usual, two extraordinarily beautiful girls, one bad, one 
good; there the obligatory scene which one the 
girls studies the character the hero and announces 
her findings. 

Mr. Kelland has admitted that does not specialize 
originality; but tells story crisply and maintains 
suspense. Counterfeit Gentleman offers sheer relaxa- 
tion for those who want it, with strain the brain 
and reflection grim reality. 


Graham, Winston The Tumbled House 
Doubleday. Jan. 381p. $4.50. 


Prior the marriage Joanna Don Marlowe, rising 
young British orchestra conductor, Roger Storm, 
Prominent journalist, had been her lover. brief re- 
their affair occurs while Don touring Canada. 
the first occasion the renewal, the closed-up 
country house Don’s recently deceased, retired- law- 
father, Roger steals 
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vate documents the dead man. After Don’s return 
England, Roger publishes anonymously libel the 
father. From burgeoning romance between Roger’s 
son Michael and Don’s sister Bennie, the identity 
the author the libel becomes known. order 
force Roger into court, Don utters libel him. The 
suit joined and ultimately issues moral victory 
for the memory Don’s father. by-product 
the suit, Storm’s own reputation ruined, all his pros- 
pects are cancelled when his true character becomes 
public and, coincidentally, his son, who had taken 
burglary obtain money marry Bennie, dies 
gunshot wound. 


The theme course the poetically just destruction 
him who attempts destroy good name. The 
subplot, Michael and Bennie, having little real con- 
nection with the principal, proves that crime does not 
pay. The marriage Don and Joanna almost 
wrecked the disclosure her infidelity but, because 
both are good people, bids fair the close even 
firmer than before. The characters are distinctly, al- 
though not dramatically drawn; the style times 
pedestrian, but never annoyingly so. The whole 
novel that may pass the time adult 
readers. 


Fair, Elizabeth The Mingham Air 
Rinehart. Feb. 8,1960. 248p. $3.50. (1) 


doubt any place totally charming and stereotyped 
Mingham could exist, that any such perfectly suit- 
able characters could inhabit it, did exist. Mingham 
just that English country village American romanti- 
cists always dream about. But the perceptively written 
well told story Miss Fair has written about makes 
pleasant relaxed reading, even though bit difficult 
acclimate one’s self these days such simple story. 


Cecily Hutton, you see, invites her god-daughter, who 
suffering from broken heart, come and rest with 
her and enjoy the Mingham air. Hester finds there 
her godmother, dreamy amateur artist; and Mr. Hut- 
ton who psychosomatically ill; their daughter the 
tomboyish Maggie, and son, Derek. her man- 
aging ways, Hester begins set things rights the 
household and everything comes out beautifully. There 
handsome landowner the picture and the only 
surprise the book concerns his happy ending, which 
shall leave the reader discover. The cast 
characters also includes amusing miserly spinster, 
her tenant and her friend, the minister and his wife, 
and some “day helpers.” 


This such pleasant reading kept wishing were 
murder mystery, because murder would make 
exciting, and was probably bemused the Agatha 
Christie atmosphere. Even without suspense, 
refreshing nice book, without anything say. 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Dilles, Jim 
Crowell. Jan. 1960. 251. $1.95. (I) 


This first novel brief, simple style and theme, and 
with enough suspense and drama warrant consider- 


The Good Thief 
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ation. Dilles lives California, near San Francisco, 
and here paints picture his own people and neigh- 
bors, Greek-Americans. Costa, the book’s hero, 
pathetic little fellow who loves his wife and children 
dearly and wants love his adopted country just 
dearly. Despite his industry, his unquestioned honesty 
and charming mildness, poor Costa never seems get 
break. has difficult time making things. 
The shops are strike and have been for too long 
time. Every man’s and every woman’s soul tried 
desperation; even Costina, his love and mother 
his children, hurls the accusation laziness him. 
His four children seem never able appreciate the 
undying but old-world love this man for his own. 
America, the land his choice and his love, 
enigma him, has him baffled. cannot find 
answer his problem, but Costa remains placid. 
has not-thought-out but much-lived philosophy: what- 
ever is, because wants it. 


the course this story, Costa severely tempted, 
but falls not; shocked almost beyond endurance, 
but endures. triumphs—but, this the sadness 
this particular story, does not win. One feels that 
Dilles could have worked out better, happier de- 
nouement; Costa deserves better fate. But this is, all 
all, the story few wonderful, lovable people; and 
throughout the telling there compassion mingled with 
subtle humor. There are people like Costa and Costina 
and not one but has come upon them. They are 
the just who save the rest from destruction. 


Matthew Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York, New York 


Dahl, Roald Kiss Kiss 


Knopf. Feb. 308p. $3.95. 


any reader, unfamiliar with the work Mr. Dahl, 
the first sight his book Kiss Kiss will be, say the 
least, startling—the dust jacket looking like colorful 
valentine with the title words printed red and blue- 
green hearts. illustrate, this reviewer’s six-year-old 
nephew wandered into the living room today and, pick- 
ing the book from the coffee table, read slowly 
“Kiss Kiss” with puzzled giggle his voice and 
twinkle his eye, wondering, I’m sure, what was 
Grandma’s prosaic household. 


Further inspection the dust jacket will reveal the 
casual reader that the book contains fine new 
stories are not, however, romantic love 
stories, the title would indicate, nor there so- 
called “title-story” the book. And will only 
after reading few the eleven stories and discovering 
the author’s bizarre sense humor that the reader will 
realize being spoofed the book-title, the dust 
jacket and the attractive pink, gray and black book- 
binding. 

Mr. Dahl’s writing seems combine the imagination 
Hitchcock, plus his own unique characterizations. 
sees people without any veneer and they are not pretty 
people. There are “S.E.P.” characters Kiss Kiss. 
However, the characters are presented with enough 
irony humor compel the reader continue the 
story, while, several instances, actually repelled. 
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addition the writing skills enumerated above, 
Dahl good story-teller, and has varied and 
vast store knowledge draw upon for background— 
everything from brain surgery, bee-keeping, rabbit breed- 
ing, piano playing, pig slaughtering, game poaching, 
seems that whenever odd occupation, profession 
predilection happens attract Mr. Dahl, able 
spin macabre and/or hilarious yarn about it. These 
backgrounds have definite authenticity about them, 
although one does find minor inaccuracies the more 
familiar subjects touched upon Mr. Dahl. 

would difficult discuss these stories individually 
without revealing their plots. This, course, would 
unfair potential readers who enjoy the shock treat- 
ment mounting suspense and twist endings, but 
would not too revealing state that Mr. Dahl does 
not always wait until the end his story for the obvious 
twist climax. may place the middle even 
the beginning his story, and then after the reader 
finishes the story and mulls over bit his mind, 
will realize that another more subtle twist has ap- 
peared the end the tale. 

Some the stories this collection are better than 
others, but the over-all collection highly 
mended short-story fans whose cup-of-tea the fast- 
paced, well-plotted, and wildly imaginative tale. 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Bowen, John The Center the Green 
McDowell, Obolensky. Feb. $3.50. 


Judging from the quality writing exhibited The 
Center the Green, the British reading public may 
have found potential successor the narrative mantle 
Somerset Maugham John Bowen. This young 
Englishman has written work which remarkable 
for its narrative strain and extremely lucid and aston- 
ishingly simple prose style, which evokes glad memories 
Sadie Thompson’s literary father his best. 


The plot concerns itself with the general theme in- 
dividuality and responsibility oneself, one’s family 
and society general. the story Col. Justin 
Baker (ret.) and his family. Teresa, his wife, has long 
ago abandoned her slender love for her husband and 
fastened firmly about their two sons, Julian and 
Charles. Julian, married advertising copywriter, 
pathologically promiscuous; Charles world-weary 
neurotic, who, early the book, has attempted suicide. 
Both boys have returned home run away from life, 
Julian from possible paternity suit and Charles from 
his mundane existence London trade paper. Above 
all this rises the pathetically dignified figure the 
Colonel, man who has seen his hopes for World 
War combat position dashed his age, and who has 
been retired his small Devonshire country home 
await his death and, supposedly, spend his last years 
happiness with his wife. Through his death, cout 
age and meaning eventually come the lives his 
two boys, and the reader left with mixed feelings for 
the wife whose frantic graspings the live her 
children have caused the whole irremediable affair. 


What makes this particular book unusual that the 
reader feels for these characters human beings caught 
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snare partially, least, their own making. There 
judgment made their conduct, (another 
Maughamesque trait), and one pities them. pre- 
cisely this pity which, think, indicates that the author 
concerned with writing something more than litera- 
ture, Faulkner put it, “of the glands.” There 
warmth, there feeling and, above all, there hope 
for the Baker family and this hope symbolized the 
character Colonel Baker, who could easily have been 
turned into Colonel Blimpish figure, but who, in- 
stead, teaching his sons how die, also teaches 
them something more important, how live. 


look forward another novel Mr. Bowen. 
knows people, detail, and writes well. will, feel, 
develop into major British literary figure his ma- 


turity continues. 
William Lynch, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Cruttwell, Patrick Kind Fighting 
Macmillan. Jan. 27,1960. 272p. $3.95. (Ila) 

Sagha, imaginary country bordering India, lost its 
independence England the nineteenth century. 
Under the capable administrators the Crown the 
living standard its ten million people was raised, 
illiteracy was gradually disappearing, the war against 
disease was being won, and the bitter feuds between 
the racial groups had become only unhappy memory. 


Lin Soe, however, university student Port Ran- 


dolph, the capital, none these improvements mat- 
tered because they were done foreigners. Sagha 
must ruled one but Saghans. Their English 
masters must depart, willingly, was hoped, but 
force necessary. Fate had destined him, believed, 
the liberator his country, though was also 
written the stars that would die the moment 
victory. 


The odds against him seemed hopeless. succeeded, 
true, gathering few thousand followers, but 
the majority the people were content with things 
they were. The invasion Sagha the Japanese 
the 1940s seemed bring his dream step closer 
therefore threw his lot with them. 
But the Japanese had intention granting inde- 
pendence when they had driven out the enemy. Though 
was bitter pill swallow, Lin joined the suc- 
cessful counter-offensive that restored the British 
power. 


His part this victory was insignificant, but his 
people had now become the Dinzaw, national 
Hero. capitalized his popularity, and skillful 
maneuvering, together with the implied threat 
civil war, forced the Parliament London recog- 
nize him alone the supreme ruler Sagha. few 
weeks later, however, was struck down one 
enemies. 

Lin Soe symbol the present-day leaders Asia 
and Africa who have broken the chains colonialism 
and, for better for worse, have assumed the risks and 
self-government. “Man does not live 
security alone; lives also self-esteem. And 
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adolescent, cushioned and resentful” (p. 271). 
Patrick Cruttwell, native India who served with 
the British army the Far East during the Second 
World War, has written absorbing and timely novel 
that well worth reading. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Clift, Charmian Walk the Paradise Gardens 
Harper. Feb. 218p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Miss Clift has adopted for her novel the title 
charming, delicate tone-poem the British composer 
Frederick Delius; but all similarity ends right there, for 
this work fiction melodramatic, highly contrived, 
and, times, almost hysterical. 


When the successful architect Charles Cant and his 
wife Julia decide spend their annual vacation the 
Australian seaside resort Lebanon Bay, they have 
little left their marriage but rather polite liking for 
each other and awareness the social necessity for 
keeping appearances. Charles, Australian Sol- 
ness, has sacrificed integrity for financial gain, and one 
gathers that the failure the marriage may largely 
laid his door. Lebanon Bay had been Julia’s child- 
hood home and she returning for the first time 
many years. She had left sleepy Victorian town 
and now finds be-chromed and neon-lighted out all 
recognition. The holiday turns out disastrous 
more ways than one; and after series events which 
includes murder, rape, and several adulteries, the 
Cants return their home, with nothing solved beyond 
the fact that Julia finally sees her husband for what 
really is. 

The author, native Australia, has been eminently 
successful evoking the natural beauty the Aus- 
tralian coast; and her portraits modern commer- 
cialized resort town are incisive and sharply etched. 
Her characterization uneven, with her minor char- 
acters emerging from the pages more successfully than 
the protagonists. hopelessly involved plot, (in which 
the “eternal triangle” expanded hexagon), and 
the book’s questionable morality combine produce 
rather unfortunate result. Miss Clift shows flashes 
brilliant writing, however; and her Australian scenes 
are more than passing interest. 


Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Cecil, Henry Settled Out Court 
Harper. 183p. $3.50. 


Lonsdale Walsh, financier, thinker, incapable telling 
lie, millionaire extraordinary, comes smack against 
determined woman and awakens one jolly morning 
jail, tucked away for life after being convicted mur- 
der. KNOWS that his conviction was obtained 
perjured testimony, and knows that Barnwell, the 
widow the murdered man, was responsible for the 
perjury. But neither frustration nor appeal are any 
avail, and the case tucked away finally Lonsdale 
Walsh himself. 
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But determined reverse the conviction, and 
the law will grant him redress, there are avenues 
outside the law which offer great attractions. One 
these avenues young man about released from 
the prison, and through him Lonsdale gets touch 
with “The Boss.” delightfully hatched plot care- 
fully carried out, and all the principals the case end 
one jolly weekend the home Judge, with 
Counsel for the Crown and new Counsel for the 
Defense attendance, with Lonsdale escaped from his 
durance vile, and with Lonsdale’s new allies keeping 
all these people and all other people out. And 
new trial begun before the reluctant Judge. 


Precisely what the outcome would sin tell. 
This one the most brilliantly conceived, magni- 
ficently written bits humor many decade. 
constantly amusing, occasionally riotously funny. 
written master finesse. friend Leonard 
Wolf says: when the English try hard enough, they 
still own the language. Henry Cecil has corner 


large part it. 
Frank O’Gorman 


Youd, Samuel Giant’s Arrow 
Simon and Schuster. Feb. 10, 1960. 217p. $3.50. (IIa) 
This novel that probably will considered 
Catholic novel, and perhaps rightly so, for there 
ecclesio-centric motivating force far the main 
character concerned. That protagonist, Michael 
Kelly name, married Naomi, apparently 


agnostic. They are the parents mentally retarded 
child. Michael patient and loving husband and 
particularly devoted his benighted daughter who 
about ten years age and institutionalized, for her 
mother cannot bear the sight the child. 


Michael also conducts business London, which 


was founded his immigrant father. His father had 
certain ideals regarding this business and Michael 
determined that these ideals shall prevail the policy 
the firm. takes George Devere, pagan 
thought and personal conduct, piratical far busi- 
ness ethics are involved. Thus Michael finds himself 

eset with the problem his unfortunate daughter and 
his guilt-obsessed wife—who before the child’s birth had 
attempted abortion—as well the formidable op- 
portunism Devere. 


Devere’s wife and Michael’s sister become quite friend- 
ly, and Michael’s secretary—a seemingly well poised 
and independent young woman—succumbs Devere’s 
charms. Out these conflicting relationships and in- 
terests, Mr. Youd has devised intricate plot which 
dramatically emphatic through the palpable characters 
which has wrought. Evil and good contend for 
supremacy and neither might said wholly vic- 
torious. However evil shown such and not 
treated any titillating manner, nor, cite some- 
what common phrase these days, does the story appeal 
“prurient interest.” 


Regarding the Catholic content the novel, these 
lack definition. Michael, apparently educated 
man, seems groping rather than informed 
Catholic. His sister, supposedly devout woman, 
somewhat skittish her Catholic thinking. Then, 


Best SELLERs 


there Michael’s confessor, man who disposes 
emotionally abrading problems with some ominous 
platitudes. Perhaps Michael’s faith and that reli- 
gious sister who attends his daughter alone seem 
glow convincingly. 

Giant’s Arrow adult novel, with something the 
detachment Graham Greene’s probing evil, and 
should appealing many American Catholics, 
despite some British slang and idiom which may not 
wholly comprehensible its readers. 


Brendan Larnen, 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Winter Tales, (Volume 

This volume Winter’s Tales blends nine short stories 
into collection that has character its own. The 
writing almost uniformly good: economical and re- 
strained, while the stories all show insight into the true 
complexity human beings. Though impossible 
single out one story outstanding, four deserve 
individual mention. 

Tom Macdonald’s the End the World 
ing, almost legend-like tale what deepest and 
finest woman: fidelity love. heroine, young 
native girl goes from the Congo Cape Town foot 
search missing husband. The real story, how- 
ever, not her journey, but reactions those 
who are taken prisoner her devotion. 

The Authoress Elizabeth Holland masterpiece 
satirical understatement, which lays bare the inno- 
cent ignorance virgin schoolgirls who write lusty 
best sellers. 

Elegance not enough Rumer Godden’s tale 
prim English office worker who falls love with 
drunken French cook. 

Perhaps, the most intriguing the stories Storm 
Jameson’s The Friendly One. Cypriot guide 
frierids elderly woman for her non-existent money, 
cares for her her poverty and murders her when the 
widow’s son attempts drag her back life 
paid baby sitting. Each reader will have decide for 
himself what motive really guided the enigmatic scoun- 
drel and protector. 


While Winter’s Tales not likely best seller 
with the adventure story crowd, should receive 
warm welcome from all who enjoy fine writing, and 
the puzzling complexity human nature. 


Garrett, 


University Scranton 


Pope-Hennessy, James Queen Mary, 1867-1953 
Knopf. Feb. 623p. $10.00. (I) 

Nothing could better reply than this book, the 
official biography Queen Mary, the often heard 
comment that royalty during our time parasitic 
phenomenon, unnecessary part the picture. For 
Queen Mary made real contribution the society 
her day, less perhaps what she did than what she 
was. James Pope-Hennessy, who was selected for 
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Queen Elizabeth’s commission write the life her 
grandmother has succeeded presenting not only 
personality but vivid picture era. His style 
writing with its dignity, good taste, and restraint 
admirably suited the subject the biography, who 
embodied her own nature these same characteristics. 


the beginning the book introduces cast 
some thirty characters, most whom appeared fre- 
quently the life Princess May, she was known 
until the time her coronation 1910. They include 
“Aunt Queen” (Victoria), her mother’s cousin with 
her numerous family, and the relatives her father, 
Prince Francis, Duke Teck. Thus the reader 
confronted with formidable list persons, but they 
are presented skillfully the author that the im- 
portant ones soon become acquaintances, with indi- 
viduality and place the great family that was the 
royalty Europe preceding World War Fortunately 
for history, many them were prolific letter writers 
and they wrote, moreover, chatty familiar style, 
the events which made the world this family. 
The letters show keen interest the births, deaths, 
and matrimonial prospects among this scattered and 
diverse group. For example, Queen Victoria wrote 
the Crown Princess Prussia, wish one could 
find some more black eyed princes and princesses for 
our children. can’t help thinking what dear Papa 
fact ablessing when there some 
imperfection the pure royal descent and that some 
fresh blood infused—I must end this somewhat odd 
letter but not trivial you may think for darling 


Papa often said with vehemence, ‘We must have some 
strong dark blood’.” 


Such letters have been used with good effect and 
appear throughout the book, bringing life the people 
and the scenes described. The biographer worked 
the Queen’s papers for year Windsor Castle and 
St. James’s Palace “where was given every facility.” 
also had access many private papers and visited 
all the places which Queen Mary had travelled 
during her lifetime. 


The parents Princess May, because their finan- 
cial instability and general inadequacy cope with the 
practical side life were somewhat problem 
their relatives, much that the time she was 
sixteen years old, seemed advisable for the family 
take residence Florence. Here her real education 
began, with French and Italian tutors. Here Princess 
May first realized how inadequate her education had 
been and she began the education-by-reading program 
which she followed throughout her life. Someone de- 
scribed her during this period remarkably attrac- 
tive girl, rather silent, but with look quiet deter- 
mination mixed with kindliness which augured well 
for the future.” Even then she was laying the founda- 
tions punctuality, sense duty, responsibility which 
became valuable qualities her maturity and which 
woefully lacking both her parents. Her 
mother, the popular and generous hearted Duchess 

eck was always engaged numerous charitable enter- 
and during the stay Florence, Princess May 
began helping her these efforts, receiving good train- 
ing for the time when, Queen Mary, she was needed 
organize relief projects during the two World Wars. 
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Princess May’s arrival home, Queen Victoria was 
well impressed with the quiet girl and thought she 
would make suitable wife for her cousin, Prince Eddy, 
eldest son the Prince Wales and heir presumptive 
the throne. Accordingly, they became engaged 
1891. The sorrow his sudden death year later 
united her his brother, who became her husband 
1893 and was crowned King George 1910. 


Upon his accession, Princess May became Queen Mary 
and until her death 1953, her time, her talents, her 
whole life were devoted the cause empire. She 
made conscious and successful effort the good 
wife good king. Over the years these two shy, 
inarticulate, reserved people, married basis 
respect and affection, became devoted couple. The 
biographer quotes many letters from the King Queen 
Mary which apologizes for his inability express 
his devotion her, tells her his appreciation her 
constant help him, and his feeling inadequacy 
her absence. During the years following World War 
the king’s health began fail, they withdrew into 
seclusion from society and lived quietly cause 
considerable question throughout the country and even 
anxiety the part their sons. this connection, 
may said the author implies several instances 
that the royal couple, fine characters though they 
were, were less than successful parents. Neither 
seems have been capable expresing the love and 
acceptance which the source security for little chil- 
dren; they seem have been more concerned with 
preparing their children for their destiny public 
figures than for their destiny human beings. 
doubt this only one the cruel choices which par- 
ents such positions are called upon make. The 
last great trial Queen Mary’s life was the abdication 
her son, now Duke Windsor. usual, she gave 
her unwavering support her sovereign and continued 
set before the Empire and the world example 
dignity and devotion duty, example greatly 
needed and often lacking the world today. 
Perhaps this her greatest contribution history and 
not insignificant one. 


Mr. Pope-Hennessy has writen worthwhile and enjoy- 
able book, which shows insight into the minds 
and hearts his characters and understanding 
their problems. His respect and reverence for tradi- 
tion are essential assignment such this one. 
His enthusiasm and admiration for his heroine are ap- 
parent every page; yet his writing not marred 
the sentimentality which has distinguished many lesser 
books about the various members the royal family. 
His work carefully and fully annotated, well indexed, 
and illustrated with family photographs. contains 
map Queen Mary’s travels through Europe, and 
detailed genealogical tables. 


Alice McCahill, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


Koenig, Louis The Invisible Presidency 
Rinehart. Jan. 28, 1960. 438p. $6.95. (1) 


hard keep from sounding like salesman when 
discussing The Invisible Presidency. almost unbe- 
lievable amount pertinent information concerning 
several presidential administrations has been 
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very effectvely presented. Although everyone knows 
that every president has some advisers, Dr. Koenig has 
burrowed far below the surface this business, with 
the result that you learn that some advisers practically 
usurped the presidential position and became acting 
presidents. does not imply that every presidential 
favorite has been sinister figure but with reference 
some them does doubt that the nation really 
wished that Congress subordinated person who 
usually held elective position and times not even 
appointive one. 


Among the presidential favorites who are treated 
considerable biographical detail are Alexander Hamil- 
ton, Martin Van Buren, Edward House, Harry 
Hopkins and Sherman Adams. learn that even 
late Herbert Hoover’s day, the White House staff 
numbered less than fifty members. Under Eisenhower, 
Sherman Adams managed staff over 250 White House 
employees, say nothing the members such agen- 
cies the National Security Council and the Council 
Economic Advisers, who total more than thousand 
employees and whose organizational expenses amount 
over five million dollars year. the staffs closely 
related the executive branch have increased re- 
cent years, some presidential favorite has usually been 
delegated supervise them. During the administra- 
tions Franklin Roosevelt, for example, the cabinet 
seldom met. Harry Hopkins was empowered the 
work formerly entrusted cabinet members. The 
latter times had only vague notions what was 
going their own departments. During the tenure 
Sherman Adams Eisenhower’s administrations, 
was impossible for any cabinet member except Dulles 
get see the President. Cabinet members had 
deal with Adams. Eisenhower saw only such depart- 
mental recommendaitons Adams thought the Presi- 
dent should see. During Eisenhower’s illnesses and ab- 
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sences, Adams was’ for all practical purposes acting 
president, outranking the cabinet members and the vice 


president. 


the chapters the earlier administrations, Hamil- 
ton’s victory over Jefferson meticulously traced. When 
Jefferson resigned July 31, 1793, Secretary State 
thereby admitted that Hamilton’s word foreign 
affairs was sought Washington rather than his own. 
Even after Hamilton himself freely left the cabinet 
January 31, 1795, continued dominate 
ton’s thinking long the latter was office. 


The author refers Martin Van Buren “The 
Magician,” frequently used nickname, and does much 
make understandable the great influence that the 
mild mannered Van Buren had over the choleric 
son. Van Buren’s role the bank issue was difficult 
one play but Van Buren succeeded saying little 
the time and nevertheless kept the confidence Jack- 
son, with the result that Van Buren became president 
March, 1837, when Jackson retired. 


The chapter concerning House and Wilson one the 
best the book. the author observes, House was 
“the only man Woodrow Wilson ever worked with 
intimate terms over long period.” House flattered 
Wilson because Wilson “had almost insatiable thirst 
for affection and approval” although was “aloof from 
his cabinet [and] forbidding his colleagues.” The 
reasons why House and Wilson became completely 
estranged while the Paris Peace Conference 1919 
are detailed, with little credit going Wilson, who 
apparently became almost insanely jealous House. 
After Wilson returned Washington from the con- 
ference 1919 refused invite House come 
Washington although House wrote Wilson several 
times. House received answer. Apparently was 
right one his earlier observations Wilson: “the 
President the most prejudiced man ever knew and 
likes but few people.” 

There much every chapter that you should read. 
Then you will more fully realize that although our 
government theory “one laws” fact much 
the time “one men” and not always good and 


honorable men. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Cesbron, Gilbert Lost Children Paris 
Abelard-Schuman. Feb. 10, 1960. 274p. $4.00. (IIb) 
Cesbron, who newcomer the field French 
literature, seems have dedicated his talent 
senting the case children, their problems and the 
causes their problems. gives alert, 
gent and almost meticulous study delinquent chil- 
dren this book which Michael Bullock has well 
translated. 

Cesbron focusses his attention the effort made 
save children from environment which eventually 
the gateway crime and despair. the cases 
the boys studies, whether Robert-Alain, 
orphan, Marc, boy from poor home, others 
from broken homes, all seem have strike against 
them before the court before the world large. Be- 
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cause this they learn distrust even those who be- 
friend them, those who attempt better their lives. 


The real purpose the book seems crystallized 
remark Lamy, who wants trust the boys: 
“Driven from their homes poverty, the boys live gang, 
the street, with their leaders, their code. Thirty thousand 
boys, whose educational background the street. But 
even when breaks the law, see the gang such all the 
seeds good: solidarity, fair play, loyalty, sense honor 
(M. Lamy adds) aim become their trusted 
friend, channel their activities, turn them into friendly 
team.” 
one progresses, one feels and sees the struggle be- 
tween the magistrate who distrusts and wants observe 
the letter the law and the social worker who trusts 
and observes the spirit the law. There ques- 
tion that this well-documented study abandoned 
children and the attempts made rehabilitate them. 
But also presents another aspect the problem 
which too often forgotten. These are human beings. 
The leaders the school Terneray are sincere 
their they treat those under their care not 
mere numbers, not according the guilt, such 
the case, but human beings need understand- 
ing, affection and the warmth home life. 


This real and poignant story. has real literary 
merit and will reveal many unknown world, one 
which can conquered only through love and under- 


standing. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Conrad, Earl The Governor and His Lady 
Putnam. Jan. 29, 1960. 433p. $5.95. (I) 


The title character this historical novel William 
Henry Seward, Governor New York for two terms 
(1839-1843), and later United States Secretary State, 
both during the Civil War and immediately after (1861- 
perhaps best known for his part 
the purchase Alaska from Russia during President 
Johnson’s administration. 


Mr. Conrad assures that the Governor’s Lady was 
Frances Miller Seward, the statesman’s wife, and the 
dust jacket the novel suggests the reader that 
can expect “intimate love story.” But curious readers 
who are more interested lusty tale love, (such 
millions so-called historical epics), will find 
litle satisfy their desires this book. Seward’s 
his wife appears have been threatened 
only his infatuation with public life. Politics became 
his mistress for life, and Frances remained Auburn, 
New York, maintain the family home, rear the chil- 
dren, and write long letters her ambitious husband. 
The first several chapters The Governor and His 
are devoted William Henry’s youth, his parents, 
education, and his training law. Mr. Conrad 
writes Seward’s life and times with sympathy and 
knowledge; his hand historical detail, which pro- 
vides abundance, makes fascinating reading. In- 
deed, Mr. Conrad’s strength seems creating 
historical background. problem make his 
people come alive. The author demonstrates his famili- 
with the regional lore Auburn, and reveals 
his love for the natural beauty the area. 
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Because Seward prospered for many years local, 
state, and national politics, Mr. Conrad has enough 
material draw upon fill more than one novel. 
(Indeed, previous Conrad book, Mr. Seward for the 
Defense, testifies this.) selecting his characters 
and lesser characters, can employ all the excitement 
associated with the issues slavery town, state, and 
nation. Seward was first prominent the New York 
Anti-Masonic Party, which later merged with the 
Whigs. Among the Whigs, Seward supported anti- 
slavery measures with great and these 
efforts joined forces with the colorful New York 
journalist Horace Greeley. 


portraying this brilliant writer, Mr. Conrad faces one 
the problems fictional biographer who depends 
upon history: when Seward and Greeley fall out, 
must maintain the reader’s sympathy for his principal 
figure without violating fact. The same problem comes 
later this book when Seward, Secretary State, 
takes issue with President Lincoln and even attempts 
dictate policy. Once again, Mr. Conrad manages 
abide history without losing our esteem for either 
statesman. 


Although the first section The Governor and His 
Lady moves rather slowly, the third and last section 
contains more than its share activity. Mr. Conrad 
commands our interest his fictional account 
Seward’s reaction Lincoln’s proposal emancipate 
the slaves and his portrait Washington 
during the Civil War. There are highly dramatic scenes 
the chapters narrating the attempts Seward’s 
life—for are also aware that Lincoln was assassi- 
nated the same time—and later those describing 
his bargaining with Baron buy “Seward’s 
ice-box” from the Czar. 


Like most historical novels, this story lacks plot 
the conventional sense. the other hand, the peak 
excitement during the eighteen-sixties provides 
worthy climax for the story. Mr. Conrad’s style de- 
pends upon short, loose, direct sentences, and seems 
well suited for this type book. 


Joseph Wolff, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Poling, James The Rockefeller Record 
Crowell. Jan. 179p. $3.50. 


Writing perilous business. This slender volume 
left the printer before Mr. Rockefeller’s heralded deci- 
sion not 1960 presidential candidte. Mr. Poling 
obviously had some expectations that the Governor 
New York would the champion the liberal wing 
Republicanism the coming GOP national conven- 
tion. Barring some startling turn events, Mr. Rocke- 
feller must regarded out the race. This handy 
study consequently loses much its immediacy. 

is, nevertheless, volume well worth reading, for 
Mr. Rockefeller’s date with destiny may merely have 
been postponed, not erased. The author justifiably 
notes that there little real knowledge the Gover- 
nor’s political orientation, except perhaps New York 
State. Despite Mr. Rockefeller’s considerable appren- 
ticeship government, for most Americans 
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mysterious newcomer dash and scored 
major upset his first bid for elective office. 


The book begins with brief life sketch this grandson 
America’s first billionaire and concludes with 
optimistic appraisal his politcal prospects. Crammed 
between are scores quotatons Nelson Rockefeller 
major aspects American democracy. They dem- 
onstrate his concern over the development Latin 
America, his firmness civil rights, his candid lack 
knowledge some aspects the farm problem, his 
broad views health legislation which have earned 
only frowns from the American Medical Association, 
his paradoxical popularity with many labor leaders and 
his lofty belief that democracy not simply political 
concept, but extension the Chirstian ethic. 


There emerges picture man who would more 
forceful figure the White House than its present 
tenant, man who likes seek expert advice and who 
leans the social left and the economic right. All 
these things are well know now and may even 
more value should Richard Nixon come grief 


early next November. 
John Clarke, 
The Scranton Times, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Thorwald, Jurgen The Triumph Surgery 
Pantheon. Jan. 454p. $6.50. 

Readers who enjoyed The Century the Surgeon, (cf. 
Nov. 15, 1957), and the company Dr. Hartmann, 
spokesman for the author, who was presented man 
liveliest curiosity and rich enough devote his life 
the chronicling revolutionary advances surgery, 
have store equally edifying odyssey with the same 
semi-anonymous narrator this new work. Both the 
medical and historical facts are reliably documented 
extensive bibliography, the previous work; but 
here Dr. Hartmann continues his quest time when 
surgery has advanced into highly demanding and more 
complicated skills. 


The story begins with the opening the Third Inter- 
national Medical Congress, London, 1881, and ends 
generation later. does not, therefore, encompass the 
history more recent, super-radical operative pro- 
cedures, e.g., heart and blood-vessel surgery. marks, 
instead, the starting point new era 
nical achievement that passed almost imperceptibly into 
epoch progressive development; and leaves 
challenging opportunity for Mr. Thorwald write an- 
other volume trends modern surgery. know 
one equal competence with such brilliant 
imagination. 

Intrepid surgeons the period began operate upon 
patients for conditions previously considered inoperable: 
tumors the brain and spinal cord, pulmonary tuber- 
culosis, hernias, diseases the eye and diseases the 
nerves. Dr. Hartmann, (himself well-informed cur- 
rent medical literature), travels the world over at- 
tend national and international medical meetings. 
these meetings that new discoveries are announced 
the medical profession. The techniques devised 
these earlier surgeons, clearly described for the lay 
reader, bear the names their originators. 


Best SELLERs 


the course his travels, the convenient alias Dr, 
Hartmann becomes intimately acquainted with the 
medical and surgical giants the day. enjoys free 
access their laboratories, clinics and operating the. 
aters; and lucidly brings the reader with him into 
these sancta sanctorums. The more notable his 
leagues are briefly described: their appearance, manner 
dress, characteristics, quirks, strengths and 
nesses, frustrations, defeats and victories. Under cer. 
tain circumstances their wives, too, are pictured. Page 
upon page vividly portrays renowned surgeons the 
period: John Murphy, the Mayo brothers, Halsted, 
Marion Sims, Charcot, Bassini, and many others. The 
intimate details the tragic death Kaiser Frederick 
III, who lost his life the result international 
fessional jealousy comprises most interesting 


Jurgen Thorwald, born the Rhineland, studied 
cine before turning European history and journalism, 
both The Century the Surgeon and The 
Triumph Surgery has shown rare skill the craft 
writing. Indeed, this latest book merits the rank 
best seller. should certainly required reading 
for all medical students; and one interested the 
history surgery should let unread. The 
tion excellent; the illustrations are well 
men will appreciate its simple yet clear language. 


William White, M.D., 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


Jane Cousin Human 
Harcourt, Brace. 286p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Jane Mayhall’s Cousin Human the story the 
struggle fifteen-year-old girl wages discover her 
identity and escape the sordid surroundings which 
she lives. Two persons exert tremendous influence 
Lacy Cole during the crucial year which she 
velops from intelligent but crude youngster into 
mature and compassionate girl. The most important 
person her life her mother, Cleanth, who, aware 
her daughter’s talent for music, grimly sets herself 
against circumstances—and her embittered and selfish 
husband—in order give her daughter “the 
tages.” During the same period, Mr. Jackson, dynamic 
and attractive teacher, rages against Lacy’s teen-age 
world, stirs her ambition and makes possible for her 
leave the slums Louisville and study music 
Boston. 


this her first novel, Miss Mayhall reveals keen 
insight into the wonder and complexity the human 
heart she probes the tangled emotions adults and 
adolescents with honesty, humor and imagination. Her 
descriptions, (Lacy’s awakening beauty, discovery 
evil, desolation the face her mother’s death and 
recognition her own inner powers), are stunning 
their effortless effectiveness and surpassed only her 
trenchant delineation character. Although shaky 
spots, the plotting is, the whole, satisfactory. 
ever, Cousin Human promises more than delivers 
and, although what takes write first-rate novel 
Miss Mayhall certainly has, she just misses 
ing that happy feat the first time round, due perhaps 
her inexperience mixing the ingredients. 
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Since some unsavory material included, the book 


itable only for adults. 
Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest Illinois 


Wendt, Herbert Out Noah’s Ark 
Houghton, Mifflin. Jan. 464p. $6.50. 


This book, translated from the German Michael 
Bullock and generously equipped with illustrations, is, 
according the title page, “the story man’s dis- 
covery the animal kingdom.” And fascinating 
story proves the author ranges through ex- 
ploration, natural history, zoogeography 
citing both fact and fable while showing the way 
which man’s understanding the nature and relation- 
ships the denizens the animal kingdom developed. 
From cave drawings prehistoric times, from Egyptian 
papyri, from Greek and Chinese vases, from medieval 
from traveler’s journals, from scientific de- 
from all sorts sources does draw his 
material. 


Ranging does from prehistoric modern times, 
including the post-1939 studies the Crossopterygii 
and the 1950’s search for the yeti, (or abominable snow- 
man), the book far too comprehensive for summary 
outline. One can only cite isolated instances what 
the author has accomplished his attempt tell the 
story the search for truth about certain 


‘animals. Beginning with prehistoric and early historic 


times the region the Mediterranean, where 
have only scraps records and numerous fables 
start with, considers such legendary animais the 
unicorn and the mermaid, tracing each its logical 
foundation from resemblance animals the peoples 
those days might have seen. tells the urus and 
aurochs and roc, the elephant and giraffe and, 
spreads successively into each the major continents, 
picks stories the animals peculiar each, 
citing the search for specimens from the early descrip- 
tions which sparked such search, the controversies 
which arose and finally how reached the modern 
analysis the nature and relations 
Most interesting are the stories the bird paradise, 
the batrachians, the duckbills, the moa and 
the gorilla. There are stories the extinction ani- 
mals modern times; there are stories animals who 
have never been found; there are stories animals 
who have been lost for millenia and then found again. 


Although seemingly written for the zoologically un- 
educated layman, both style and content would seem 
tomake the book bit too cumbersome for him. Even 
the semi-professional will find heavy going those 
where prior zoological experience has not given 
him some competency. brief, the book touches only 
any animal outline form and, especially from 
the standpoint taxonomic relationships, does not 
sufficiently complete story for real understand- 
ing. however, good overall compendium the 
the search for animals and will repay the 
those sufficiently interested wade 
through it. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 
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Taylor, Gen. Maxwell The Uncertain Trumpet 
Harper. Jan. 203p. $4.00. 

Here early February, are treated the not very 
edifying public picture certain high officers our 
armed forces disagreeing before committees Congress 
and the newspapers with the “approved” policies 
the Joint Chiefs Staff and the President the 
United States telling the country that better 
military expert than any the seasoned chiefs who are 
speaking out against “policy.” Whether such uni- 
formed critic happens the moment chief 
the Strategic Air Command, merely retired general 
like Taylor who was formerly Chief Staff the 
Army and member the Joint Chiefs, President 
Eisenhower the beginning the month was brushing 
them aside, damning their views “parochial” and 
declaring that trusts his Secretary Defense and 
his Joint Chiefs. 


The book under review here the presentation one 
the dissident generals. hits the headlines and the 
news emphasis the moment, and may have 
much wider readership than might otherwise have been 
expected. spotlights general situation American 
government that development our own times. 
After World War the Army was tremendously re- 
duced: the Navy was chopped under the influence 
the disarmament treaties Washington, the Coolidge 
economy era set in, troops were cut down even more, 
military aviation struggled rise, many techniques 
were perfected the services; but like motorization 
and mechanization they were experimental only, for 
more than decade. Such progress was achieved 
was hardly fought for against presidentially supported 
and parsimonious budget bureau. some distinct 
aid from the reserve components and veterans’ organi- 
zation, and armament and shipping interests. sol- 
dier spoke only “approved” ideas, unless Billy Mit- 
chell was willing risk his commission. 


After World War there came some similarities, and 
many differences. The reduction came. There also 
came bright idea for “unification” the armed 
forces, which consisted putting single Secretary 
Defense over separate full-rank Secretaries for Army, 
Air, and Navy, keeping separate uniforms, and many 
separate duplications, amalgamating some services, and 
supposedly having policy settled policy body called 
the Joint Chiefs Staff, which the separate ser- 
vices are represented, which often difficult 
get unanimity, and from which the separate services 
often dissent, and strongly. “Unification” has, fact, 
many ways resulted “separation” even more dis- 
tinct than before, because permits rivalries 
made sharp and open. 


the separate services there are traditions which 
each jealously wishes guard. The Air Force, for 
example, wishes control all aviation, then finds itself 
not interested aviation aid the ground troops di- 
rectly; then likely object that the ground troops 
want handle certain types planes and certain anti- 
air missles they had the past handled certain types 
anti-aircraft artillery. There lot pulling and 
hauling and policy arguing behind the scenes the 
Pentagon. Some gets across the river and into the 
halls Congress although some kept secret 
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“executive” “classified,” lest military secrets leak 
faster than normal. 

this situation that causes General Taylor say 
that his most valuable training for Pentagon was his 
youthful high school debating society. 

this situation that makes The Uncertain Trumpet 
illuminating book, because demonstrates one line 
thought strategic thinking and the same time 
shows how controversial that and the alternative line 
thought is. instance this the author’s empha- 
sis the fact that the Army developed the Jupiter 
missile. The Air Force steadily argued against it. The 
Secretary then took away from the Army and gave 
the Air equivalent killing it. 
Another instance the author’s insistence that the top 
brass were all wrong depending too exclusively 
“massive big bomber planes, when 
ground forces for small wars (like Korea) were being 
neglected and rocket weapons were allowed par- 
simony fall well behind the Russians’ rapid progress 
overtake and now actually surpass us. 


rather specialized reading, this book. But easy 
reading nevertheless. illuminating reading con- 
cerning the solid foundations there are diverse de- 


fense policies. 
Col. Elbridge Colby, U.S.A. (Ret.), 
Washington, 


Sperber, Manes The Achilles Heel 
Doubleday. an. 21,1960. 224p. $3.95. 


Constantine Gibbon has expertly translated six essays 
this perceptive editor Calmann-Levy’s foreign 
language department. socialist who broke with the 
communists, with whom had for time cast his lot 
anti-Hitler campaigner, Sperber discusses such 
diverse topics the phenomenon “Lawrence 
Arabia”; the police conception history, which 
reviews the significance the Moscow trials, the Rosen- 
berg trials, and the Sacco-Vanzetti case; the “miseries 
psychology,” which takes issue with Freud, 
since was himself for ten years close associate 
Alfred Adler; the perennial hatred the Jews, 
which becomes almost anti-Christian; the philo- 
sophical weaknesses Marxism; and the problem 
aesthetics for the masses. Not popular book, should 
nevertheless special interest any mature reader 
who likes have his mind stimulated. certainly 
well worth featuring libraries, college and public. 


Keaton, Buster and Charles Samuels 
Wonderful World Slapstick 
Doubleday. Jan. 292p. $4.50. 


There used wonderful part the theatre world. 
was curious genre, with its own admixture 
sights, sounds, art. This what Buster 
Keaton, dead-pan comedian films and vaudeville 
stages, has chosen recall vivid and ingratiating 
way. autobiography filled with personal and 
professional interests, and for just this reason, the story 
bogs down the personal histories, they repeat 
well-known pattern money, marriage and malefac- 
tions. Consequently, the pages about vaudeville and 
early film happenings gleam with added interest. 


When Buster was almost four, officially joined his 


objected Keaton’s buffoonery strong silent 


parents’ vaudeville act, where was used “human 
mop” popular rowdy slapstick routine. The Three 
Keatons went major successes this country, but 
their career took downward turn when they invaded 
the English music halls. They returned new triumphs 
the stage and personal disasters with the managers, 
accident, Buster was introduced Roscoe Arbuckle, 
the screen comedian, and inveigled into two-reeler 
film, with Arbuckle trainng Kieaton the art custard 
pie-throwing. 


His beginning screen career was interrupted military 
service. returned the films after eleven months 
camp duty start new career the silent films that 
led great heights. was during this time that 
Charles Chaplin, Mack Sennett and the Keystone Cops, 
Harold Lloyd were helping create the Golden Age 
Comedy, and Buster did his share with two-reelers 
and feature-length films. 


From being $3,000-a-week star, the pendulum swung 

through marital troubles, alcohol, and assorted person- 

ality troubles, culminating $100-a-week studio job. 

All this accepted with outward philosophic calm 

slowly climbed upward prominence the 
eld. 


The book has several anecdotal highlights. Day 
the Laughter fully concerned with the 
details the Arbuckle trial, and Keaton presents 
poignant case for the once-loved fat comedian. 
further discusses such filmland sidelights Chaplin’s 
reasons for becoming Communist; the 
values cemedy-making, which includes falls and pie- 
throwing; and other little known trivia stars, 
tors and producers. 

Keaton was highly regarded for his parodies and satires 


others’ films, and other stars. recounts with 
relish the how and why William Hart, who 


Western man. Keaton claims only good subjects and 
great stories and stars can stand being made fun of, 
tribute the greatness the art concerned. For, 
says, you cannot burlesque bum act, only good 
one almost all performers realize. 


Keaton also discloses that was early age, (prob- 
ably five), when was being thrown around the stage 
forcibly his father, that realized the applause was 
greater when didn’t smile, but “dead-panned.” 
started looking miserable and bedeviled, relishing the 
amazement and applause that greeted every 
ance. 


Included nostalgic sixteen-page series photographs 
beginnings and past successes. Chuckle over 
them and you will realize why was “wonderful 


world slapstick.” 
Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Iremonger, Lucille Love and the Princesses 
Crowell. Jan. 15,1960. 296p. $5.00. 


When Frederick, Prince Wales, died the beginning 
the evangelical age England, his wife, Augusta, 
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resolved that her son George would grow become 
the most moral English kings. The licentiousness 
George’s forebears argues that Augusta had set for her- 
self formidable task. Nevertheless, she achieved her 
aims. Unfortunately, however, George’s upbringing was 
strict could tolerate deviation from his own 
exacting standards. Thus 1772, after his brothers, 
Gloucester and Cumberland, contracted rash marriages, 
sponsored the Royal Marriages Act that none 
his family could marry without his consent. When 


son Sussex defied him, George annulled the marriage 
and bastardized Sussex’s children. Resignedly, his other 
sons contented themselves with notorious illicit attach- 
ments. George’s excess vigilance thus drove them 
the very promiscuity wanted prevent. 


The greatest sufferers from the Marriages Act were 
George’s daughters. keeping all six 
them home, George sought moral equivalent for 
the mistresses like number kept other male Han- 
overians. worsen matters his obdurateness was 
complicated the onset insanity. After 1788 even 
his ministers hesitated dispute him. Indeed, this 
dificulty retarded social reform England for thirty 
years. George’s wife, likewise, wishing only please 
him, refused intercede for her daughters. Suitors 
were rejected the score. The Princess Royal ate her- 
into hugeness before Frederick 
whom Napeoleon believed God made only show 
how far skin could stretch without bursting, won her 
Augusta sought, vain, private mar- 
Amelia died heart- 
ache twenty-seven, saying Charles Fitz-Roy, “For 
years have considered myself his lawful wife 
all the trials that without ever enjoying 
rights.” George’s visit her deathbed induced his 
final attack insanity. Under the regency, Elizabeth, 
then forty-nine, married Fritz Hesse-Homberg. This 
consort was foul needed three tubbings his 
wedding eve but Elizabeth was happy have him. 
Mary took her weird cousin Gloucester, whose maniac 
cruelty was already legendary. Unluckiest was Sophia 
who, thirty-four, told the regent, “Poor old wretches 
ing the Thames.” Sophia appears have borne 
achild either her brother, Cumberland, General 
Garth, thirty-three years her senior, palace page. 
The author unable dispel the mystery. 


While the high moral tone George’s life “saved 
England from the fate France,” the Marriages Act 
(still operative 1960), subject madman’s 
produced disorders which, almost any other 
family would have been without precedent. 


lucille Iremonger calls her book “the merest piece 
amateur detective work.” Her sleuthing is, indeed, 
her intimation that she holds back in- 
exasperating, but new disclosures concerning 
George’s illness and the strategems drove his family 
adopt, present intriguing view history. She 
dwells overmuch Sophia’s plight but her scholarship 
decent, her frankness discriminating, her wit and 
liveliness most comely. 
John McAleer, 


Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 
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Caulfield, Genevieve The Kingdom Within 
Harper. Jan. 20, 1960. 278p. $4.00. 


Genevieve Caulfield was blinded tragic accident 
two months, but she has managed accomplish 
more than most sighted people—whether spite 
because her blindness hard say. 

The Perkins Institute Boston was one the few 
schools for the blind the turn the century and 
was there Miss Caulfield learned both “line” reading 
and Braille. the Overbrook School Philadelphia 
she became interested Japan and was determined 
there, not tourist but effort improve 
relations between that country and the United States, 
and teach the blind. 

She entered Trinity College 1910 and after three 
years transferred Columbia for teacher’s degree. 
World War delayed her trip Japan and was not 
1923 that she finally sailed from Seattle for Yoka- 

oma. 


Saved providentially from death the earthquake 
1923, she began teaching boys’ school and settle- 
ment house. Her experiences teaching and living 
temporarily with prominent Tokyo family gave her 
broad education contemporary Japanese life: the 
status women, the sacredness the family, the burn- 
ing desire for education among young people, the con- 
ditions life for both the well-to-do and the im- 
poverished. 

the military party, with its anti-American sentiment, 
grew stronger, she found herself beset with difficulties 
both her work and personal freedom. 1936, with 
her mother and her adopted Japanese daughter Haruko, 
she returned this country study the new techniques 
for teaching the blind. With the help the Mary- 
knoll Sisters she set out lecture tour trying give 
truer picture the Japanese Americans. Return- 
ing the Orient via Europe, (the trip included 
audience with Pope Pius XI), she went Siam and 
took the seemingly impossible task opening 
school for the blind. Her work prospered almost 
unbelievable degree. 

During the war years she was under house internment 
but managed keep her school going and care for the 
twin babies Haruko, who had died childbirth. 
1946 she turned the school over the the Salesian Sis- 
ters and returned Japan. She now assisting the 
establishment training schools for the blind Viet 
Nam. 

Miss Caulfield closes her book with the thought that 
the Kingdom God that within makes possible 
the work God despite apparent handicaps. 
inspiring story her deep faith and valiant 
determination. One only wishes had been edited 
more selectively, omitting unimportant incidents and 
revealing more the depth character this remark- 


able woman. Mary Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Catton, Bruce Grant Moves South 
Little, Brown. Jan. $6.50 (I) 


During the Vicksburg campaign, Murat Halstead the 
Cincinnati Gazette, summarizing his impressions 
Grant wrote the following pen-sketch (p. 395): 
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“How that Grant who was behind Fort Henry, drunk 
Donelson, surprised and whipped Shiloh and driven 
back from Oxford, Mississippi, still command? Gover- 
nor Chase, (secretary the Treasury under Lincoln), these 
things are true. Our noble Army the Mississippi being 
wasted the foolish, stupid, drunken Grant. can’t (sic) 
organize control fight army. have personal feel- 
ing about it, but know ass.” 


Mr. Catton, using the invaluable notes the late Lloyd 
Lewis, whose Captain Sam Grant was widely acclaimed, 
has produced again notable volume covering the 
career Grant from his first real Civil War assign- 
ment, the command the 21st Illinois Volunteers, 
the surrender Pemberton Vicksburg, July 1863. 
Avid readers Catton’s masterpieces the Army 
the Potomac into the Stillness Appomattox will cer- 
tainly hail this work befitting both the subject and 
the author. However, there emerges from these pages 
new Catton. There much more maturity and depth 
personalities and causes. Maybe was the Lewis 
notes that influenced change style from that his 
other books what approximates real professional his- 
torical writing. 


Even with change style, Mr. Catton has still infused 
into these exciting pages enough his clever descrip- 
tive approach, the numberless touches from the rank 
and file the youngsters who wore the blue the 
gray hold the undivided attention his readers. 
Almost certainly, this book will best seller. 


The canard such reporters Halstead, noted above, 
difficult put decent burial. Grant was not 
well liked the pen-and-ink gentlemen the fourth 
estate, mostly, Catton points out, because was 
fighting general with job get done and lived 
with the impression that the front-line correspondents 
were hampering the war effort, playing politics with 
politicians martinets blue uniforms. His side-kick, 
William Sherman, shared the same opinion, only 
little more violently. Grant, the quiet man, the de- 
liberate strategist, seeking popularity, and really 
complex personality with the outward shell humil- 
ity rather rare among the “high brass” both sides, 
(excepting Lee), comes forth from this work with new 
stature and meaning. One can follow him from the 
training camp the farm boys, where Grant’s 
principal duty was turn this into 
the Army the Tennessee. The author particularly 
fortunate his handling what was very near miss, 
Grant’s blunders Shiloh April, 1862. has 
much say, and with authority does so, about the 
hoary myth that Grant was drunk. Truth was that the 
Union Army was completely surprised the adroit 
Sidney Johnston. But Catton sense underesti- 
mates the influence unpredictable luck that pre- 
vented Grant from becoming merely another 
Union general who failed, leaving him level with 
Burnside and Hooker. 


Another interesting development well executed this 
study the interplay personalities. 
tating clashes with Halleck, his troubles with his father 
Jesse, and the embarrassing directive his old friend 
and best man, Buckner, are only few high lights which 
will well worth absorbing. But for the scholars and 
the buffs, perhaps, the heart the matter will the 
development Grant from the chastened captain 
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infantry the victor Vicksburg. Well done, 


Catton! 
Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Brown, Shepard Stringfellow the Fourth 
Crown. Feb. 307p. $4.00. 

Allan Nevins, past-president the American Historical 
Society, his illuminating address Chicago the 
convention American Historians, dwelt 
length the proposition that many professional 
torians are forever turning out dull and drab brochures, 
books, and treatises which, because their style and, 
some cases, content, have appeal whatever the 
general reader. complained that this was like 
preaching the saved. Shepard Brown has answered 
that challenge making history live with most enter- 
taining and informative volume personality who, 
because this book, may well his way join 
the immortals the gray the Confederacy. 


less authority than John Pullen, who penned the 
best regimental history the Civil War, believes that 
“pound for pound, Benjamin Franklin Stringfellow 
like emerge one the most formidable warriors 
the Civil War.” This reviewer agreement and 
for other reason than that the style and content 
Mr. Brown’s work are quite convincing. The reader 
will entranced the vivacity style, the clarity 
presentation, and times will carried away with 
its vividness believe reading novel. The 
biography this amazing cloak-and-dagger fellow 
fascinating plays his dual role “aide” the 
glamorous Jeb Stuart and master spy and around 
Alexandria, Virginia, with fine artistic touch the 
sentimental and romantic with his lady-love, Emma, 
his unbelievable escapades and escapes from Union 
scouts, skirmishes and patrols. Even the most rabid 
Yankee fan will read with pleasure Stringfellow’s 
appearance gay ball dressed girl. Yet String 
fellow emerges cardboard hero. Richard 
Powell who wrote The Philadelphian comments, “the 
reader will live and suffer and sweat and finally rejoice 
these pages.” 

After the war, Stringfellow fled Canada with price 
his head, ($10,000); then returned the States, was 
ordained Episcopal minister and served the 
ish-American war chaplain. died 1913, after 
full life and inspiring example the old Latin 


adage, multum parvo. 
Berkeley Kines, 


Eisenschiml, Otto (Editor) Vermont General 
Devin-Adair. Feb. 340p. $6.00. 


Mr. Eisenschmil has made edition the 
letters Brigadier-General Edward Hastings Ripley, 
leader the 9th Vermont Volunteers, and written 
tween 1862 and 1865. The “Vermont General” was 
captured Harper’s Ferry, spent number months 
parolee camp near Chicago; was 
selling turpentine North Carolina; took 
the attack Fort Harrison near Richmond; when the 
the Confederacy finally fell flames, 
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eral Ripley wisely and effectively put out the fires and 
for few days bore the name “Duke Richmond.” 
But what makes him extraordinary that the record 
shows that those with whom came contact were 
always impressed with his conduct and ability, plus the 
keen observation politics and military strategy 
copiously evident through his correspondence. 
soldier-author was literary man and his family shared 
the same quality. Their letters make good reading 
that can recommended the general public. 


Clue Works 


Secret Mission Bangkok Van Wyck Mason, 
(Doubleday. 238p. $3.95; IIb), mars otherwise interest- 
ing episodes communist intrigue Thailand with 
suggestive incidents and dialogue The 
Case the Careless Thief Christophre Bush, (Mac- 
millan. 207p. $2.95, IIa), starts with theft valuable 
jewels from seaside resort hotel and goes through 
three murders before Inspector Travers, with the help 
Inspector Jewle, bring the criminals 
Missing Jeremy York, (Scribner. 191p. $2.95; 
suspense story involving bank rob- 
bery, kidnapping, and Scotland Twist 
Sand has enough material for three novels, from which 
author Geoffrey Jenkins has plaited highly improbable 
suspense tale which, among other incidents, has zebra 


_stampede rescue the hero not once, but twice, and also 


has him queue with hyena and jackal for 
drink water, (Viking. 276p. $3.95; IIb) Jerome 
Barry’s Malignant Stars, (Doubleday. 192p. $2.95; IIb), 
isa rather forced combination astrology, psychology 
and sex that all adds murder, and consequent 
Brett Halliday’s latest Mike Shayne story, 
Murder Takes Holiday, (Dodd, Mead. 191p. $2.95; 
the usual recipe violence and sex, this time 
with smuggling added spoil the vacation that Mike 
has needed for One Way Out, George Har- 
mon Coxe’s newest, (Knopf. 214p. $3.50; IIb), mar- 
utterly stupid strip tease and call girl 
sequence, which spoils exciting intrigue which Rick 
Marston, reporter, gets tangled with revolutionary ma- 
Sweet Sickness Patricia Highsmith, (Harper. 
IIb), takes long time getting started its sus- 
penseful way following the way 
young chemist who painstakingly establishes double 
identity for himself. 


Short Shrift 


Sometimes, inexplicably, books, which feel sure will 
not important enough even shocking enough 
make the best seller lists and which consider 
importance, catch the popular favor and climb 
the ladders the lists and remain for some time. That 
has happened few books the past months and 


our readers are asking for comment from us. Return 
Peyton Place, Grace Metalious’ sequel the rather 
quite obviously suggested thirsty publisher whom 
could hear saying Mrs. M., “why not take the 
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situation you ran into the town where you wrote 
Peyton Place and make another story out that?” 
Quite obviously she did, and the result inept and 
hot-breathed the first novel, (Messner. 256p. $3.95; 
IV) With Robert Ruark’s Poor More, 
706p. $5.95; IIb), got the impression that the author 
Something Value dug into his trunk and dusted 
off and hastily revised early effort, capitalize 
the success his strong and significant African novel. 
Whether not that the case, this two-dimen- 
sional novel: long and thick; and also terribly 
dull. All about poor young man who decides 
claw his way the top hook, crook and the money 
can get from foolish women, goes and and 
on; yet, perhaps because there such lot it, has 
been selling. The library buyer, however, cautioned 
not waste budget money Something quite 
another species Jarvis’s Folk Medicine, 
182p. $2.95; which close octogenarian status 
physician, who has served the good folk Vermont 
for many years and has long studied their folk remedies, 
discusses chiefly the beneficial effects honey and 
apple-cider vinegar the human system. There are 
many other folk remedies examined here also—par- 
ticularly good listing valuable edible greens that 
grow wild; but inevitably apple-cider vinegar 
honey both together which are given the credit for 
curing practically ever malady which the human 
body can subject. the price honey and apple- 
cider vinegar has risen sharply the last two months, 
blame Dr. Jarvis for making these commodities sud- 
denly popular, not only Vermont, but all over the 
United States. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 

Heritage 

The Story Yankee Whaling 
(Narrative Irwin Shapiro.) American Heritage. Feb. 
1960. 153p., illus. $3.50. (American Heritage Junior 
Library) 
Fortunate boys and girls enrolled the American 
Heritage Junior Library will acquainted with this 
first series designed give them true, appetizing 
but un-fictionalized portions Americana. Children 
need not good readers appreciate this very graphic 
account one our country’s most profitable and 
dangerous industries. The striking format, similar 
that the American Heritage periodical, well 
adapted the story men who went down the 
sea ships and their formidable adversary, the 
whale. The whiteness the paper and the blue-green 
the many sea-scapes, particularly the Benjamin Rus- 
sell panorama, much convey the scent and sound 
oceans plied search right, bowhead, humpback 
sperm whales. 


history whaling and the manner which the 
beasts were hunted, killed and rendered precedes ac- 
counts whaling capitals, families whalers and 
bizarre happenings afloat. This the history the sea 
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and industry rather than the times, but the 
point well taken that the whalers needed peace 
prosper, hence the three wars which hastened the end 
whaling have appropriate place the book, 
did the whalers the wars. Those familiar with Holl- 
ing’s Seabird will know the language and salty terms 
peculiar whaling and will better appreciate Moby 
Dick for having had The Story Yankee Whaling. 
Adults and young people will enjoy the well-docu- 
mented history and read twice—once for the content 
and again for the lengthy illustration descriptions. One 
small adverse comment may that the eye some- 
times led from one the other too easily. 


Marion Lawler, 
Commodore School, 
Mahweh, New Jersey 


Eliot, George Fielding 
Sylvanus Thayer West Point 
Messner. Oct. 192p. $2.95. 


always refreshing find the biography man 
new the literature for young people. This the 
story-biography man who decided early wanted 
engineer and Army engineer, that. After 
four years’ study mathematics Dartmouth, was 
appointed West Point President Jefferson. After 
graduation, spent his time trying improve the 
coastal defenses. During the War 1812 was sent 
upper New York futile attempt invade 
Canada and capture Montreal. soon saw that the 
army had leaders, that the militia was not equal 
the demands campaign, that West Point must im- 
prove. The war over, Thayer was sent Europe for 
two years study new methods engineering dif- 
ferent war colleges. Assigned West Point its 
superintendent, spent years training cadets accord- 
ing his famous triangle, leadership through honor, 
discipline and education. However, when felt that 
President Jackson was undermining the discipline the 
school, resigned and for the next years devoted 
himself fortifications, particularly those Boston 
Harbor. founded Thayer Academy Braintree, 
Massachusetts, and established foundation for the 
Thayer School Engineering Dartmouth. Each 
year the Corps Cadets salutes him the father 
military engineering. The book shows able research. 
There modest bibliography and index. should 
certainly satisfy the young reader who wants know 


more about West Point. 
Nicholas McNeil, 
Cheverus High School, 
Portland, Maine 


Hendrickson, Walter 
Handbook for Space Travelers 
Jack Russell. Bobbs. Oct. 1959. 256p. 


The title misnomer. The volume not hand- 
book but rather far-flung review the history, de- 
velopment, and performance rockets, from ancient 
Chinese inventions, through German developments, 
down the latest American 1958 types. (Russian 
successes are mentioned only incidentally.) Almost 
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half the book devoted recounting possible 
plans for space travel and description the sun and 
its satellites. Neither the rocket chapters nor those 
devoted astronomy add anything what already 
most libraries. According the jacket, the author 
member the American Rocket Society, 
tributor Space Age and weekly columnist 
midwestern newspaper. 


Leaders New Nations 
Doubleday. Nov. 1959, 


Kenworthy, Leonard 
Illustrated Samuel Kweskin. 
336p. $3.50. 


For contemporary leaders, (three African, four 
Middle East, and seven Asiatic), the author 
form pattern gives steps the rise each man 
political power, something his personality and 
and the problems confronting his country for the future. 
All are political leaders nations which achieved 
dependence since World War II. Three are now dead: 
Jinnah, Magsaysay and Senanayake. The others 
tinue flourish: Bourguiba, Mohammed Nkrumah, 
Ben-Gurion, Hussein, Nasser, Diem, Nehru, Nu, 
man and Sukarno. read these accounts, staid and 
journalistic they are, review rapidly important 
phases the last quarter-century. The verdicts 
the integrity each man are generous, with the 
pretation based his contribution his own his 
country’s advantage rather than his possible 
ence with the Western nations’ convenience 
ment. 


McKown, Robin Foreign Service Girl 
Putnam. Jan. 190p. $2.75. 

fair-enough picture the rewards and difficulties 
little-known career. Francine Dudley, just graduated 
from college, hoped make the grade Foreign 
Service Officer but had contented with lesser 
role, that secretary, first the Embassy 
Orania, small mythical—but typical—North African 
monarchy, then the Consul General Paris, Mecca 
her dreams. The Motranko Embassy was “hard- 
ship” post, but Francine’s experience there was 
able and enlivened bit political intrigue and 
the rather odd attentions personable Ray Balthasar, 
Political Officer. Transferred Paris, she missed the 
informality and camaraderie the smaller post but 
made friends the simple expedient going out 
her way so. There mere suggestion the 
human drama sometimes staged consular office, 
and there also bit unconvincing deus-ex-machina 
tactics the apprehension war criminal, but young 
readers will not too critical. Just Francine prac 
tically won the right Foreign Service office, Ray 
Balthsar appeared unexpectedly and made her 
ferent proposal—and acceptable one. Francine knew 
that Officer’s wife she would still part the 
service she loved. though not 
guished, career-fiction fare especially for the young 
woman with yen travel Uncle Sam’s expense. 


Sister Agnese, S.C.C., 
St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 
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Shapiro, Milton 


time; and was fulltime star. 
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The Dahlia’s Cargo 


Pilkington, Roger 
St. Martin’s Press. Nov. 


Illustrated Peter Edwards. 
1959. 233p. $3.50. 
investigation involving forgery plant confiscated 
Sweden and flood counterfeit five-pound notes 
appearing England brought the Chief Superintendent 
Scotland Yard and the Swedish Inspector Police 
together London. Boating enthusiasts both, they ex- 
changed their family boats for summer holidays each 
countries. was that three English young 
people, (two brothers and sister, all expert crewmen), 
off their own with American girl trip 
take them through rivers, lakes, canals, and maze 
reaching across Sweden Norway. short 
briefing their father before they set off alerted the 
youngsters mysterious actions fishing-boat they 
met they entered the canal locks. some spy- 
ing the part the young people, the crew was 
identified, their mission suspected, and clue the 
whereabouts the prize revealed. From then on, wits 
matched wits cat-and-mouse chase order 
reach the secret spot and the Dahlia’s prize. Though 
the age the youngsters not stated, they appear 
impossibly successful against experienced criminals, 
matter how precocious, how much secret informa- 
tion provided their Scotland Yard father. Not 
book. 

Frances Dowling, 

Dunmore Senior High School, 

Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


The Mel Ott Story 
Oct. 14, 1959. 192p., photogs. $2.95. 


young baseball fans, this story-biography the 
high school boy who won his letters baseball, foot- 
tall and basketball will undoubtedly show the hero’s 
good sense choosing baseball for career. 
was taken McGraw the Giants and personally 
him; 17, was permitted play part 
Catcher, out- 
felder, infielder and eventually manager, (though 
unsuccessful one), was versatile; but his great popu- 
larity came from none these. The fans and the 
teams loved him because could bat and because 
was even tempered and friendly. This affection evoked 
many nicknames: Little Sunshine, Bright Eyes, Mc- 


Messner. 


Boy, Little Giant, and others. Probably because 


was not given eccentricities home pyro- 
the diamond, his story quiet one 
with some the others this author has 
for boys. But for the baseball devotee and for 
the slow reader general will probably enjoyed 


just much. 


Zoa 
Morrow. Jan. 217p. $2.95. 


Agood story, excellently told, young girl’s coming 
grips with the problems growing up. Her six- 
summer, which Nancy Hillis has anticipated 
with starry-eyed expectancy, proves chiefly series 
painful disillusionments. One-eighth Indian she 
(thus Nancy figures it), she both proud her 
and steeped its lore; but for the first time 


Evening Star 
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also conscious embarrassment and inner conflict 
her role part the Indian “windowdressing” that 
attracts guests her father’s island resort. 
summer guest, Paul Spencer, whom Nancy reluctantly 
likes, who his tongue-in-cheek attitude toward the 
triggers the conflict. Further 
chinks the family solidarity appear: her brother 
enters the Air Force; her sister becomes engaged; Nancy 
feels stricken. But she has good friend and counsel- 
lor weather-beaten Cap Griffin and wondefully wise 
parents, who neither compel confidences nor bestow 
unwanted advice but are strong bulwarks affectionate 
support. Nancy gradually learns foolish set 
her heart being exactly like other girls, that happi- 
ness comes from within, and that growing one 
often has give something good for something 
better. Good writing, vivid characterization, and sound 
values make this well-recommended story for the 
12-16-year-old girl. 


Stevens, Leonard 

Old Peppersass: The Locomotive That 

Climbed Mount Washington 
Illustrated Frank Kramer. Dodd. Nov. 1959. 
When inventor and his son were caught severe 
snowstorm Mount Washington, young Tim suggested 
Henry Sylvester, his father, that there should 
railroad the top. The idea was accepted, though 
met with decided opposition the part others, 
important statesman included. But despite public 
taunts and abuse, the construction “Old Peppersass” 
progressed. The first trial the engine failed; the 
second injured its inventor; the third succeeded. “Old 
Peppersass,” the first engine the world climb 
mountain, may seen today display the Base 
Station the foot Mount Washington. The author 
well acquainted with this New Hampshire area. His 
descriptions the terrain, the view, the weather, and 
the treacherous wind that always seems blow are 
authentic. Junior high age will enjoy reading this 
pleasant story which based accurate facts the 
building the cog-railway and the engine that climbed 


mountain. 
Nicholas McNeil, 


233p. 


Stoutenburg, Adrien Four the Road 
Westminster. Oct. 175p. $2.95. 

junior novel which will probably more enjoyed 
girls 14-17 than boys, the author satisfactorily 
explores without probing very deeply the my-brother’s- 
keeper theme. Chief characters are cautious, protected, 
20-year-old Frank Sibley and his lightly younger, friend- 
wife, married little over year and route 
California Chevy coupé plus two-wheeled trailer. 
They have enough, but just enough, money get them 
the job waiting Frank his destination. That money 
runs low, however, when they lend some Dude and 
Ione Miller, younger, less provident couple with 
sick baby, who are traveling the same road pickup 
truck and who have series misadventures the 
way. Efforts “shake” this couple fail until just be- 
fore the trip across the desert during which Frank’s car 
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develops oil leak and the two are desperate 
situation. Rescue and help kindly strangers change 
their attitude toward the Millers, and when that couple 
drives the modest Sibley home return the bor- 
rowed money Frank touched notice that the re- 
payment the expense Dude’s fine gold watch. 
Aside from the introduction new situation into the 
field young people’s books, the story satisfiyng 
two counts. never preaches, but rather lets the char- 
acters’ own actions and thoughts bring home the point. 
Its characters are nicely balanced between cheapness 
and self-respecting resourcefulness the part the 
Millers, cautious reserve and neighborly responsibility 
the part the Sibleys. Both couples are real 
their own spheres. 


Whitehouse, Arch Bombers the Sky 
Duell. Feb. 11,1960. 177p. $3.00. 

Eleven short stories written former flight com- 
mander, fighter pilot and war correspondent. Most 
them reflect the emotions, tensions and reactions 
bomber English and Canadian— 
they fly over various theaters war carry out 
missions under stresses duty, dread explosion, 
horror crashes, personal problems, and the inevi- 
table fact that once mission was over there was an- 
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other coming up. According the author’s note, 
stories have been pieced together from bits told him 
airmen knew and lived with. Some are sad, some 
humorous, few hard believe. Each, however, 
drives home the point that whatever the mission 
crew and its individual members met the situation with 
the background training best known them, and that 
their job was child’s play. 


Typical characters are: the young pilot who, knowing 
his fuel and his life are running out, able contact 
his sweetheart California wish her happy 
day, without revealing his plight; the private 
duty and promised air duty soon the WAACS 
arrive, who hops bomber soon sees the 
women and saves the day plugging blown-out gas 
line the bomber with potato; the tank officer and 
bomber pilot who, after arguing the superiority their 
respective commands, assigned missions together 
and convince themselves that fear and hazard are much 
the same either case and that combined operations 
are necessary for real job; the bomber pilot, fed 
with life and certain his number up, who 
the joy new father realizing his own responsi- 
bility. Plenty airmen’s jargon, some cockney dialect, 
suspense and air reality make the book certain 
favorite with high school boys and with some girls. 


Frances Dowling 


Entered Second-Class Matter 
Scranton, Penna. 
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